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Standing
out in a crowd

ESSEC Business School
undergraduate Zachary
Tan eschews the
conventional route for
his tertiary education

Holistic learning
CZARAIM CARREON
THE SIM International Academy
(SIM IA) is turning the conven
tional education approach for
most students on its head.
Instead of taking the O- and
A-level route, after primary school,
students can take SIM IA’s direct
pathway to pursue a Cambridge
International General Certificate
of Secondary Education (IGCSE),
followed by an International A
Level certification.
Foreigners are eligible for IGCSE
programme admission, while Sin
gaporean students need approval
from the Ministry of Education.
They are eligible for the Interna
tional A Level programme.
SIM IA’s unique pedagogy
teaches critical thinking and
problem-solving skills through
experiential learning. Students
learn what it takes to pursue
higher education options in the
fields related to business, science
and technology.
Its Enterprise education pro
gramme provides students with
the insight, knowledge and skills
to act on commercial opportuni
ties that create value, and enhance
their spirit of innovation.
“The development of enterprise
skills, from identifying opportuni
ties to negotiating, pitching and
communicating, is more crucial
now than ever with today’s rapid
wave of social influence and the
rise of global small businesses,”
says Ms Elizabeth Wu, SIM IA’s
enterprise education associate.
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PROGRAMME
Cambridge International
General Certificate of
Secondary Education (IGCSE)
and International A Level
DURATION
IGCSE: 4 years, International
A Level: 2 years

-

-

CORE SUBJECTS
Applied learning in STEM
(Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics)
and the Social Sciences
FEES
$25,680* (Years 7 to 10) and
$27,285* (Years 11 and 12),
excluding application,
administration and
boarding fees)
Visit www.simacademy.edu.sg
for more information.
* Subject to change, info
correct at time of print.
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DEGREE
Bachelor of Business
Administration
DURATION
Four years

CORE SUBJECTS
Mr Zachary Tan (right) believes
Management, Marketing
in taking the road less travelled
Accounting, Information
when it comes to his education.
Systems, Economics,
As a teenager, he was already clear
Entrepreneurship, Operations
about what he wanted and how
he aimed to achieve his academic
FEES
goals.
$82,000*
When he was in Secondary 3 at
Visit http://www.essec.edu/
ACS (Independent), he decided
en/global-bba/ for more
not to take the GCE O Levels and
information.
transferred to the school’s Inte grated Programme.
He also chose to pursue the
* Subject to change, info
International Baccalaureate (IB)
correct at time of print.
track instead of going through with
the conventional GCE A Levels.
“I’ve always been drawn towards
self-directed learning, which the
IB offers,” he says. “I also wanted
to pursue a variety of subjects
across multiple disciplines.”
The 21-year-old is currently in
his first year of pursuing a Bach elor of Business Administration
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“It also helped that it is one
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